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Foreword 

The Guidelines for Rehabilitation and New Construction for Belle Grove Historic District have been developed for 
several purposes.  One important purpose is to educate the general public, and especially the residents of the Belle 
Grove Historic District,  as to the importance of this very special place and how to care for the district and the 
exteriors of buildings and sites which are an important part of the heritage of Fort Smith and the State of Arkansas.  

In developing this guidelines document, references to building exteriors and sites from the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings have been incorporated.  They have been transformed into sections 
and numerical order for ease of reference.  Modifications to some of the secretary's recommended and not 
recommended items have been incorporated to fit circumstances within this historic district. 

This document should provide for historic district property owners to properly submit Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) applications and for the district commissioners to properly evaluate and review the COA's. 

Guidelines Format 
Guideline's information is presented in the format as illustrated below in order to create a user-friendly, easily 
accessible reference.  Photographs have been inserted in various sections, which will aid in visualizing the written 
portions.  Each section contains pertinent information and provides for it to be useful if used independently. 
 
In Sections 2, 3, 4 & 5,  on the left page when opening the guideline's book is general information and helpful 
suggestions on things to consider when undertaking work of that particular section.  The right page, when opening 
the guideline's book, provides specific guidelines,  recommended and not recommended points, which apply to the 
work discussed in the section. 
 


